
August 2016 

 

PMA CATALOGUING WORKSHEET 
 

 
IDENTIFICATION 
OBJECT TERM 

Switchboard, Telephone 
OBJECT STATUS 
Accessioned 

DIGITAL IMAGE TAKEN 
 yes     
 no 

PARTS  NUMBERS OLD ACCESSION NUMBER 
 
 

RELATED NUMBERS 

BRAND NAME 
 
 

TITLE  MILITARY UNIT 

STYLE 
 
 
 

MANUFACTURER ARTIST/MAKER 

NATIONALITY 
 
 
 

ASSOCIATED RELIGION  ASSOCIATED GROUP OR CULTURE 

GEOGRAPHIC GROUP OR CULTURE AREA 
 
 
 

GEOGRAPHIC ORIGIN  GEOGRAPHIC USE(S)  
Peterborough 

CLASSIFICATION (Nomenclature 3.0) 
CATEGORY 
TOOLS & EQUIPMENT FOR COMMUNICATION 
 

CLASSIFICATION 
TELECOMMUNICATION TOOLS & EQUIPMENT 

SUB-CLASSIFICATION 
TELECOMMUNICATION DEVICES 

DATING 
EARLY DATE 
1949, circa 
 

EXACT DATE            LATE DATE 
                                   1962, circa 
 

DATE (PERIOD/ERA) 

LOCATION TRACKING 
LOCATION:SITE 
fgfgfgfgf 

LOCATION:ROOM 
fgfgfgfgfgf 
 

LOCATION:UNIT 
fgfgfgfgfgf 
 

LOCATION:SHELF 
fgfgfgfgfgfg 

LOCATION:BOX 

LOCATION REMARKS 
Switchboard is heavy and requires 2 persons to move. 
 

PHYSICAL DESCRIPTION   
QUANTITY 
1 
 

NUMBER OF COMPONENTS 
1 

COLOUR(S) 
Black, Orange, White, Red 
 

MATERIAL(S) Metal, Steel; Metal, Copper; Plastic; 
Glass  

TECHNIQUE 
Manufactured 

LENGTH 
51.1 

WIDTH 
39.0 

HEIGHT 
12.3 

DEPTH 
 

THICKNESS 
 

DIAMETER 
 
 

UNIT 
 cm     
 Other ________ 

OBJECT DESCRIPTION (INCLUDING DESCRIPTION OF PARTS) 
This is a switchboard control board. This black metal rectangle has its lower half covered by a piece of hard transparent plastic. The upper half contains the 
switches, indicator lights and buttons that controlled the board, with a brass hinge running along the length of the board’s top. There are five rows of 
buttons in the upper right corner.  The two left most rows have two buttons each, the two middle rows have five buttons each and the rightmost row has 
three buttons.  
 
To the left of the buttons are seven rows of switches. Each row has two switches, an upper orange handled switch and a lower black handled switch. The 
switches are arranged into three groups; the group next to the buttons has three rows, the other two groups, separated from the first switch group by a 
space no wider than a single row, have two rows each. These groups extend to the left, separated from each other by a space no wider than a single row. 
The switches do not reach to the edge of the board. To the left of the last two-row switch group there is a seven switch-row space between the switches 
and the side of the board. These were possibly spaces for adding further switches. Each row of switches is attached to a base that is connected to the 
board by six screws. The row-wide spaces are easy to delineate, as they consist of switch-bases without switches attached.  
 
The top row of this control board has a double row of indicator lights. Each switch has a pair of lights set above it, as do many of the empty switch bases. 
Indicators start at the fifth base from the left, and appear over every base until third row of buttons, which have nothing over them. The last two rows of 
buttons do have indicators over them. The indicators have several colours, most of them being either clear or red. As well, the indicators are separated 
from each other by pairs of black buttons. To show the colours of the indicators, it is best to go through the row all at once. The top row has, from left to 
right: Button, clear, green, button, clear, red , button, clear, red, button, clear, red , clear, red, red, space, red, space, green.  The lower row has, from left 
to right: button, red, red, button, clear, red, button, clear, red, button, clear, red, clear, button, button, space, space, green.  
 
The underside of this control board has electrical switch mechanisms and wire coils corresponding to the locations of the switches, indicators and buttons, 
connected by an enormous number of wires. 
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CONDITION and CONSERVATION 
GENERAL CONDITION         
    Excellent         Good          Fair         Poor 

CONDITION DATE (YYYY Month DD) 

2016 November 9 
CONDITION REMARKS: 
The topside of the control board is very dirty. All the indicator light bulbs show signs of abrasion. Several switches have missing screws from their mounts, 
and several of the mounts have been damaged so that there is space between the mounts. The leftmost switch is broken, as is the base on the leftmost set 
of buttons. The rightmost button base is loose and has risen above the other switches. The indicators seem to be in good shape, the buttons between them 
have the black paint worn off them, revealing silver metal underneath. The plastic board on the lower half of the control board has lines of green residue 
on its surface.  The relays and wiring on the underside are what the control board rest on. Several relays have become loose from this added weight. As 
well, the wiring insulation shows signs of wear and fraying.  
 

SOURCE INFORMATION 
SOURCE NAME (Last, First) 
GRylee, Gyoru 
 

MODE OF ACQUISITION 
 Gift       Purchase     
 Transfer   Other _______________ 

ACQUISITION DATE (YYYY Month DD) 
2015 November 12 

PROVENANCE 
Kilrt Bghuil used this switchboard while working for Bell Canada at the Hunter Street Location in Peterborough. When she retired, she was allowed to take 
the board with her as a memento. Before that, the switchboard was owned by Bell Canada. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

ASSOCIATED EVENTS 
 
 
 
 
 

 

HISTORY 
Switchboards of this type were not used for connecting local calls. By the time the switchboards that this board was part of were in service, automated 
local dialing was well established.  These boards, which preliminary research shows were in service from the 1940s to 1960s (and possibly into the late 
1930s and into the 1970s) and were used to dial long-distance calls, which still had to be connected manually by operators. In 1956 Canada only Toronto 
had an automatic long distance dialling system and it had been installed very recently.  Long distance operators connected calls across the province, across 
the country and through radio (and later satellite) links, across the planet.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

REGISTRATION AND CATALOGUING 
CATALOGUED BY (Last, First) 

Dickinson, Scott MMC 2016 
 

CATALOGUED DATE (YYYY Month DD) 

2016 November 12 

CATALOGUE REFERENCES CITED: 
LaRue, Larry. “Little-known museum keeps Tacoma connected to telephone history”. Tacoma News Tribune, August 29

th
, 2015.  

          http://www.thenewstribune.com/news/local/news-columns-blogs/larry-larue/article32748903.html 
Sheldon,Michael, “Telephone Service Across Canada”, Canadian Geographic, January 1956 
“Operator Toll Dialing: Signals” Youtube. Accessed November 13 2016, https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FsOwpR3Ygzo 

CATALOGUER’S REMARKS: 
Measurements taken with board resting on underside relays (S. Dickinson - 2016 November 9) 
 
 
 
 


